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Sunday Schedule 

[schedule effective January 4, 2009] 

  9:00am   Traditional Worship 
  9:00am   Adult Sunday School 
10:30am   Contemporary Worship 
10:30am  Youth & Children Sunday School                     

Childcare provided at all services 

16303 W. Bell Road 
Surprise, AZ  85374 

Office: (623) 544-1400 
Fax: (623) 214-5071 

Pastor: Reverend Lyndon Mason 
Office Manager: Debra Osmussen 
 
 
 

Where Faith & Friendships Grow 

Hand in Hand 

Our Visioné 
is to become a great church 
that builds the kingdom of 

God by  
making disciples of Jesus 
Christ and by making a  
difference in the world.   
difference in the world. 

Church Office Hours: 
Church office is open 8:30amð2:30 pm, Monday thru Friday. 
 

  SUPPORT FOR OUR MILITARY SERVING OVERSEAS 
Please provide the name and overseas address of any military relative  

or friend, so we can send support and encouragement to them. Contact the 

church office with the above information to update our list. 

Prayers for Our Churches in Central West District  

   Please pray for the following churches in our district this 
month.  It is important to know that other churches are 
praying with and for each other.  Please pray for the pastors, 
congregation and the community of:   

 Greater Parish of Sun City and Youngtown  
 First UMC, Sun City  
 Youngtown UMC  
 Lakeview UMC  
Also, please pray for our New Song staff members this 
month:  
 David Norris, Choir Director  

 
 



A Note from Reverend Mason 

Standing Tall 
 I can still remember the doctor visitsô from my childhood.   Each time we went there 
was usually a shot that was forthcoming.   My mom would hold me between her legs as I pro-
tested with blood curdling screams,   ñNo mommy please no,ò  as the tears were flowing.   The 
shot came anyways!    Along with the vaccine shots came those measurements of growth; 
ñstand up tallò I was asked.   Every time there was progress towards the sky which led me to 
wonder just how far I would grow; I liked that part of the visit.     
 I still do a lot of screaming and hollering when life brings me its painful lessons (some 
are blessings in disguise),  except now I have no parent to hold me as I go through the lessons.  
Well then again there is a Devine parent if I choose to seek His counsel.   Seeking the invisible 
when we desire the physical takes a little effort.  I must say that early in my life I found  prayer to 
be both a chore and pointless  (I just didnôt hear anything and I wanted an answer immediately),  
therefore I spent a lot of time fulfilling my own prayer wants.   Some of us continue to fulfill our 
wants rather than Godôs will for our life.   As Iôve grown into prayer Iôve learned some of the 
mental gymnastics necessary for prayers intimacy and learning Godôs will and I believe the first 
step is Persistence.    
 Persistence means pray, just do it, scripture says ñwithout ceasing.ò  As I would 
interpret this it means talk to God as you would a person in a conversation, that means just start 
talking.  If you do not want to draw attention to yourself in public then talk to Him in your head.    
But then this brings me to the second lesson and that is listening. 
 Listening takes a little more effort than the consistent wondering of the mouth or 
mind.   Listening means you will have to train your mind to wait in the silence of the moment for 
an answer to your prayers.   Just as in any conversation with a person one sided conversations 
are not conversations; the other gets their turn, God gets His due.  When you train yourself to 
listen perhaps the toughest part of listening is discernment, after spending a reasonable 
amount of time in silence you will have to determine whether you are hearing God or are you 
hearing the rattling of your own mind?  We are given a conscious (the proverbial angel on your 
shoulder that helps you decide right from wrong), but like most of us training our mind to listen to 
our conscious isnôt easy.    If God is talking and youôre not listening then what?  If God has 
placed a conscious that speaks to you and you donôt like what it is saying then what?  The Bible 
talks about living in Godôs will.  How do you know what it is? 
 Godõs Will is more easily understood if you spend time in reading His word.  The 
Bible has a treasure full of the doôs and donôt of living and if your not reading it then itôs a pretty 
good bet that your not always living it.  When you have read His word enough times that you 
begin to have it memorized you will begin to hear it in your mind when you pray.  This is one of 
the greatest ways of knowing that you are hearing Godôs will when the scripture come to you in 
your prayers and when it comes to you in your living.   But living out Godôs will is another ball 
game still.  I believe a good part of us are working very hard to do this.   Discernment gets eas-
ier as you spend more time in prayer and in the word.   Pretty soon there may even come a time 
when ñthe still small voiceò within becomes so prevalent that you will begin to not even know that 
you are chasing it, it just is.   At such a moment for myself I can say that there is a quietness 
within that can only be described as ñthe peace that passeth all understanding.ò  It is then that 
you know that you are being held by God and that the shots of life are not quite so bad; and you 
also come to realize that Standing Tall is possible. 
 Pastor Mason 
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

A STEPHEN MINISTRY  

CONGREGATION 

Please contact the church office 

(623) 544-1400 or our Stephen 

Minister Coordinator  

Kim Riddlesworth  

(923) 965-4806.   

 

God Bless Us All!   
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Finance Committee Newsletter Article 
 

 Included is a summary of the Mission Budget through July 2011.  If you would like to see the 
breakdown of expenses, we have posted a copy on the bulletin board outside the church office. 
  

 
 

 To stay within our budget, we need to spend no more than 8.34% of total budget each month.  
Please note that spending as of the end of July should be at 50%; unfortunately, each of our 
Reach, Teach, Tend and Send categories in our missions budget is above $50%. 
 
 It is important that everyone understand that each year we develop a budget which we believe 
will be realistic based on estimated pledges, lease income, loose plate offerings, etc.  However, 
until the budget is funded through contributions from the congregation and other income, it is an 
UNFUNDED BUDGET.  Therefore, we ask that everyone spend only 25% of their allotted 
budget for each quarter, i.e., 25% through March, 50% through June, 75% through September 
and 100% by year end.  Designated Funds are, of course, monies given for a specific purpose, 
deposited in that specific account and is available to the committee/ministry as long as there are 
funds in the account. 
 
 Our $87,359.54 CD has been renewed with $50,000 for one year and the remainder for a pe-
riod of six months.  We are exploring ways to increase our interest income. 
 
       Pat Howard, Chair 
 

Jeanine will be going back to Tuesday and Fridays starting September 1st, 2011. 

Mis-

sion 
Budget 

Total 

% of 

Budget 

Month TTL 

Spent 

YTD Spent 

REAC

H 

$148,823 54% $10,870    

(7.3%) 

$86,286 

(57.9%) 

TEAC

H 

$ 70,618 26%  $ 4,677    

(6.6%) 

$41,024 

(58.0%) 

TEND $ 34,789 13%  $ 27558   

(7.9%) 

 $21,049 

(60.4%) 

SEND $ 20,050 7%  $ 1,429    

(7.2%) 

 $ 11,738 

(59.5%) 



 
 
 

United Methodist Women 
The Purpose:  The organized unit of United Methodist 

Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to 
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a crea-
tive supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participa-
tion in the global ministries of the church. 

    UMW - September  

  

 It's almost time for fall in Arizona - not much different than summer but, hopefully, a 
little cooler.  Programs for our UMW meetings are beginning to take form.   
 
 Our first meeting will be on October 15, 9-11AM in one of the class rooms.  We invite 
you to a mini "Quilting Bee" with the Needlers group.  The Needlers have received 
some donations of material and could use some help in sorting the material into colors, 
patterns, seasonal, etc.  Also, they have some pre-cut squares that need to be sorted 
by color and packaged for ease in selection for quilt making.  One of the best parts of 
the morning will be a "show and tell" presentation of the quilts made over the summer.  
We will then make the decision of which quilts will go where and which quilts we need 
to hold back for other activities.   
 
 On November 12, Rev. Gary Prichard will lead a study on the book "The Journey: for-
giveness, restorative justice and reconciliation".  This was one of the studies presented 
at the  conference UMW School of Christian Mission this summer.    
 
 Look for more information in the church bulletins as we get closer to the meeting dates.  
 
 If you are considering making a pledge for this year, or need to complete your pledge, 
please submit the monies to Lila Dell'Aringa before December 1.  Remember, your 
pledge to UMW supports national and international mission programs for women and 
children.  The United Methodist Church owns the property for 98 UMC national mission 
institutions and 59 of these properties are owned by Women's Division.  Many of the 
properties were purchased over 100 years by our predecessor groups.  These groups 
of women identified the need for mission programs and had the fortitude to act on their 
beliefs at times when many questioned their actions.  Please give prayerful considera-
tion to making a pledge. 
 
 Thanks for your support and interest.   
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"It's the ANNUAL GUNFIGHTERS RENDEZVOUS at the 

Pioneer Living History Museum! 

Who's invited? 

ALL GOD'S CHILDREN! 

This means YOU! 

Every person is a child of God. 

THEREFORE: 

Every person is invited to join us for our next exciting event! 

 

Save Saturday, November 5th on your calendar. 

Join us for a trolley ride, picnic lunch 

AND 

watch the Old West Gunslingers 'do their thing'. 

Meet @ New Song  @8:45AM 

$5.00 Admit fee 

www.pioneeraz.org 

Questions?  Call Barbara Fahy (623) 537-7014   
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CHANCE TO DESIGN ADVENT BOOKLET COVER  
Anyone who would like to submit a design for the cover of the 2011 

Advent Booklet cover can contact  
Katy Oliver (623) 363-8029  or  Barbara Weeks (623) 544-2030.  

 

A member of our church, Mr. Cottrell 
Brown , resides at The Madison in Sun 
City West.  We are trying to coordinate 
rides, to and from, for the 9 a.m. worship 
service.   
Please call  
   Kim Riddlesworth (928) 965 -4806, or  
   Betty Richardson  (623) 214 -7794  
if you can help.  
 

http://www.pioneeraz.org


Advent Devotional Guide 2011 
   We need 41 plus articles for this yearôs Advent booklet.  

Everyone is invited to write an article about what this great 

season means to youða past Christmas season or what you 

desire for this yearôs Christmas.  Even the children can write 

an article with adult supervision.  The VBS children have 

some good things to say.   

  Call (623) 363-8029 for more details.   

  Due by September 1-15, 2011. 

Thanks, Katy Oliver  
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CELEBRATION CHOIR  
rehearsals  

           resume on Wednesday night,  
           September 7, 2011 at 7:00 PM.   

 
            Come join the fun!   

         See what David Norris  
           has planned!  

Brownies are always needed for Eveõs Place!  Call Judi 
Brawner at 623-544-4844 if you would like to help!!!!! 
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Womenôs Bible Study 
Please come join us for book discussion and fellowship.  
For information call Laura Holloman at (623) 388-3256. 

Brown Bag Bookies  
Will resume in October! 
The book club meets the fourth Monday of each month at 12 noon at the 
church.  We welcome anyone who enjoys reading and a lively discussion. 
For further information call Marlene Northup, (623) 975-5367. 

FOREVER FRIENDS   

will be meeting at the 

home of  

Waylon and Dorothy Harris,  

Friday, September 16th  

6:00 PM. 

                  FALL MENõS WEEKEND TO REVEAL SECRETS OF            
                               YOUR DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT 
This yearôs Menôs Weekend is Friday through Sunday, September30-October 2, at 
Prescott, Arizona.  Itôs for men 13 years and older (young men 13 yrsð17 yrs need to 
be accompanied by an adult and receive a 50% discount).  Thereôs also special pric-
ing for registering early, by September 1st.  Ask your pastor for a brochure which has 
all the information including housing and meals options and costs. 
 
During the weekend you will learn the techniques our own leadership has adopted to 
help them maintain a steady walk with God and a strong relationship with Jesus Christ.  
With us for Friday and leading off will be Bishop CarcaŒo ð then as the weekend 

unfolds, our District Superintendents will help us reconnect with four basic spiritual 
disciplines you can use to ñencounterò your world without feeling as if you 
have lost your soul in the process: 
              Forgiveness     Self-Emptying       Sabbath Keeping       Hospitality 
 
 
                    Sabbath Keeping                                Hospitality 
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Thanks to all the wonderful members of our congregation who contributed 

to the Back to School items for the students in the Local Family In Need Families.   

They are greatly appreciated.   

Thank Youôs - 

... To My Church Family,    received  Aug 8, 2011 

   As I recover at my daughterôs home in Colorado, I am so grateful for all the encouraging cards 
with their personal messages and the received telephone calls.  They have given me the faith and 
encouragement to see this medical problem as just another ñbumpò in the road.  I will ñget well.ò  
   God Bless each and everyone of you.  I hope to be home in three weeks or so and get to wor-
ship with you soon. 
                                                  Much Love, Arline Slocumb 

 

 

 

BRIDGE ANYONE? (Nov. through Apr.)! 

 

Last ñWinterò our two (2) bridge groups had a lot of fun and at the same 
time raised funds for the church ($920 - $5 per person per monthly ses-
sion)!  The Marathon  bridge group (8 pairs) has been running for about 
six years and the social (emphasis on social)  Duplicate  bridge (3 ta-
bles) about four years.  
 
Marathon meets in homes of host couples in intimate group settings of 
four players.  Due to this small-group format, fond friendships have de-
veloped.  Because ñboardsò (cards) are shared in Duplicate, all players 
must play at the same time (membersô homes).   
 
Please consider joining one or both fun groups!  Either sign upon the 
clipboard (available only in Sep. and Oct.) or contact Doris Pyle (518-
3182) or me.  For the most part, the sign-up deadline is Nov. 1

st
 as the 

bridge schedules have to be established at that time. 

 

                              Diane Christoffersen (215-4056)   
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Family Promise Christmas 
 Christmas is coming!  In August we collected kitchen items for our 
Family Promise families.  The red bin on the patio has been filled 
with many kitchen articles.  In September we would like to fill the bin 
with washcloths and towels- any size, any color.  One or a set.  
Whatever you are able to do.  Help us to give 5 families a Merry 
Christmas.   
(Family Promise is our mission to help families in the area graduate 
from homelessness to independence.) 

Eveôs Place 
A special thank you to those of you who answered the recent call for help.  

We delivered a jam-packed full car of dishes, pots, pans and kitchen utensils.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eveôs  Cookers donated 5 new sets of pots and pans. 

As usual, the ongoing needs are: 

Paper towels 

Toilet tissue 

Disposable diapers, #4 and #5 

Lysol 

Menôs and womenôs (new) toiletries. 

Your help is always appreciated!  
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Collecting donations for books from Cokesbury for the 

church library.  Please contact Katy Oliver (623) 363-8029. 

  
 
 

       CHANGES for the 2011 New Song Directory  
 
Page  9  Anthony &  Meredith Garcia ñ12522 N. 142nd Ln,  

     Surprise, AZ  85379  

 

Page 23  Michelle Sparks ñ12411 W. San Miguel,  
           Litchfield Park, AZ  85340  

 

Page 25  Elizabeth & Jasmine Veal ñinvalid address.  

Thank Offering 
 

 All donations go to the Mis-

sions Fund 

 

 I am thankful to/  

for 

________________________________  

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

 
If you havenôt noticed before, envelopes like this 

are in the back of the seats.  You can use them at 

any time to say a special thank you for some-

thing or to someone.  You can deposit any 

amount of money and it will be deposited into 

the Missions Fund.  This is the only fund raiser 

for missions.   
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES  

For Spiritual, mental, physical, and emotional enrichment 

join the Prayer Force on Mondays @ 9:15 AM. 

It changes your whole life! 

If someone knows of a church member in the hospital, get their 

permission to call the church office to advise what may be helpful.  

This will allow Church Nurturing as needed, whether it is with (or 

without) visits, cards, calls or prayer.ò 

   ALTAR FLOWERS 

Beginning in January 2011, flowers are coming to our altar on Sunday 

mornings.  Please sign up at the table on the patio.  If you have any 

questions, call Bev Regoulinsky at (623) 546-0842, in the summer. 

Sept. 3    Karen Mayfield 

Sept. 6    Carolyn Kalinski 

Sept. 18  Kim Riddlesworth 

Sept. 19  John Ledvina 

Sept. 21  Juliet Drayovitch 

Sept. 23  Carolyn Hopkins 

Sept. 25  Dottie Cober 

Sept. 26  James Hopkins 

 

Sept. 26  Kathy Ledvina 

Sept. 28  Bella Hawk 

Sept. 28  Nathan Shelley 

Sept. 29  Dean Hansen 

Sept. 29  Phyllis Prichard 

Sept. 29  George Pyle 

Sept. 30  Jan Hicks 

 

Sept.  4  Wayne & Patty Zaricor 

Sept.  7  Dick & Carol Songer 

Sept.  9  Matt & Wendy Fields 

Sept.  9  John & Ginger Pollock 

 


